Foothills Rural Planning Organization
[image: ]Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC)
Meeting Minutes
289 N Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139
Tuesday, July 8, 2025, at 10:30 AM



Welcome and Housekeeping Items
1. Call to Order (Doug Barrick)	
a. Doug Barrick called the meeting to order at 10:34 am.
2. Agenda Approval or Modifications (Doug Barrick)
a. Motion to approve the agenda as presented: Woody Ayers
i. Seconded: Steve Williams
ii. Vote: Unanimous
3. Public Comment - None
Action Items
4. Approval of 7-8-2025 TCC Minutes (Doug Barrick)
a. Motion to approve the May meeting minutes: Woody Ayers
i. Seconded: Steve Williams
ii. Vote: Unanimous
5. P8 Project List Review (Magnolia Long)
a. Magnolia Long presented the P8 draft project list. Magnolia presented an option to have Division 14 submit a segment of the Saluda Grade Rail Trail to open a submittal slot under bike/ped so the FRPO could submit the Ellenboro TBRT extension project. 
b. Motion to recommend P8 Project List to TAC for approval: Steve Williams
i. Seconded: Woody Ayers
ii. Unanimous
6. Functional Classification Review (Magnolia Long & Gerald Carter)
a. Magnolia Long and Gerald Carter presented an overview of the functional classification review within the FRPO region, with 6 changes to remain consistency within corridors or with other MPO/RPO regions. A memo, map, and spreadsheet of recommendations were provided. 
b. Motion to recommend Functional Classification Review changes to TAC for approval: Cathy Ruth
i. Seconded by: Woody Ayers
ii. Vote: Unanimous
Special Presentation (Aaron Cook)
7. Aaron Cook with Bolton & Menk presented on the Regional Safety Action Plan, including preliminary data and steps forward. Project kickoff and public engagement will kickoff soon.
Informational Items
8. NCDOT Division 13 Project Updates (Doug Phillips)
a. Doug Phillips provided a sheet and reviewed construction updates and project development progress.
9. NCDOT Division 14 Project Updates (Steve Williams)
a. Steve Williams provided a sheet and reviewed construction updates and project development progress.
10.  TPD Updates (Gerald Carter) 
a. Gerald Carter provided updates regarding functional classification review, including that changes can still be made. TPD will be starting a freight plan soon.
11.  General Announcements
a. Cycle NC will be starting the Mountains to Sea ride at Rumbling Bald on October 5th.
12.  Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn at 11:23: Steve Williams
i. Seconded: Woody Ayers
ii. Vote: Unanimous



	Jurisdiction
	TCC Representative
	Present

	Rutherford County 
	Steve Garrison (Franklin Shaffer)
	☒

	Rutherford County Transit
	Kerry Giles
	☒

	Rutherfordton
	Doug Barrick (Chairman)
	☒

	Forest City
	Janet Mason (Shelly Johnson)
	☒

	Spindale
	Scott Webber (Will Stroupe)
	☐

	Lake Lure
	Mike Williams
	☐

	McDowell County 
	Ronald Harmon  
	☒

	McDowell County Transit
	
	☐

	Old Fort
	Renee Taylor
	☐

	Marion 
	Woody Ayers
	☒

	Polk County
	Marche Pittman (Cathy Ruth) 
	☒

	Columbus
	Tim Barth 
	☐

	Saluda
	Steven Orr
	☐

	Polk County Transit 
	Joshua Kennedy
	☐

	Tryon
	Tim Daniels
	☒

	NCDOT Division 13
	Stephen Sparks
	☒

	NCDOT Division 13
	Doug Phillips
	☒
	NCDOT Division 14
	Steve Williams
	☒

	NCDOT Division 14
	Troy Wilson
	☒
	NCDOT TPD
	James Upchurch
	☐

	NCDOT TPD
	Gerald Carter
	☒
	NCDOT Statewide Planning Branch
	
	☐

	Foothills Regional Commission RPO Director
	Magnolia Long
	☒

	Foothills Regional Commission
	Alan Toney
	☐

	Foothills Regional Commission
	Paloma Garcia-Serrano
	☐
	Foothills Regional Commission
	Jerry Stensland
	☐
	
	Total Members Present:
	13
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