Foothills Rural Planning Organization
[image: ]Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC)
Meeting Minutes
289 N Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139
Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at 10:30 AM



Welcome and Housekeeping Items
1. Call to Order (Doug Barrick)	
a. Doug Barrick called the meeting to order at 10:35 am.
2. Agenda Approval or Modifications (Doug Barrick)
a. Motion to approve the agenda as presented: Scott Webber
i. Seconded: Woody Ayers
ii. Vote: Unanimous
3. Public Comment - None
Action Items
4. Approval of 7-8-2025 TCC Minutes (Doug Barrick)
a. Motion to approve the May meeting minutes: Woody Ayers
i. Seconded: Scott Webber
ii. Vote: Unanimous
Informational Items
5. P8 Update & P9 Cost Estimate Requirement (Magnolia Long) 
a. Magnolia updated TCC that all P8 projects have been submitted in SPOT online. Magnolia reviewed the P9 Cost Estimate/Express Design requirements.  
6. NCDOT Division 13 Project Updates (Doug Phillips)
a. Doug Phillips provided a sheet and reviewed construction updates and project development progress.
7. NCDOT Division 14 Project Updates (Steve Williams)
a. Steve Williams provided a sheet and reviewed construction updates and project development progress.
8.  TPD Updates (Steve Williams) 
a. NCDOT’s Corridor Development Engineers (CDEs) have transitioned from Division field offices into Transportation Planning Division – Steve & Stephen may want to speak on this.
b. All MPOs and RPOs across the state are finishing up their Functional Classification approvals- Foothills has completed this task.
c. No Federal Government shutdown repercussions have been shared with us in long range planning other than out staff at TPD assisting FHWA in NC with more planning review responsibilities
d. Alpesh Patel, our new director of the Transportation Planning Division has been scheduling meetings at each MPO and RPO to share his vision and reinforce our equal partnership with TPD at NCDOT. We will let you know as soon as Alpesh puts the Foothills RPO on his schedule.
9.  General Announcements
a. TAP Funding Applications are due on November 14th. 
b. Please complete the Safety Action Plan Survey – links are available on the FRPO website. 
c. Kerry Giles provided an update that RCT has applied for a Dogwood Grant, in partnership with ICC and Polk County Transit, to provide transit services to ICC, coupled with a free pass to work program. 
d. The Town of Rutherfordton is working on a CRP project that involves the purchase of electric vehicles. It should go before the BOT in December. 
10.  Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn at 11:11: Kerry Giles
i. Seconded: Woody Ayers
ii. Vote: Unanimous


	Jurisdiction
	TCC Representative
	Present

	Rutherford County 
	Steve Garrison (Franklin Shaffer)
	☒

	Rutherford County Transit
	Kerry Giles
	☒

	Rutherfordton
	Doug Barrick (Chairman)
	☒

	Forest City
	Janet Mason (Shelly Johnson)
	☒

	Spindale
	Scott Webber (Will Stroupe)
	☒

	Lake Lure
	Mike Williams
	☒

	McDowell County 
	Ronald Harmon  
	☐

	McDowell County Transit
	
	☐

	Old Fort
	Renee Taylor
	☐

	Marion 
	Woody Ayers
	☒

	Polk County
	Marche Pittman (Cathy Ruth) 
	☒

	Columbus
	Alan Toney
	☒

	Saluda
	Steven Orr
	☐

	Polk County Transit 
	Joshua Kennedy
	☐

	Tryon
	Tim Daniels
	☒

	NCDOT Division 13
	Stephen Sparks
	☒

	NCDOT Division 13
	Doug Phillips
	☒
	NCDOT Division 14
	Steve Williams
	☒

	NCDOT Division 14
	Troy Wilson
	☒

	NCDOT Division 14
	Nick Dorado
	☒
	NCDOT TPD
	James Upchurch
	☐

	NCDOT TPD
	Gerald Carter
	☐
	NCDOT Statewide Planning Branch
	Nikki Abija
	☒

	Foothills Regional Commission RPO Director
	Magnolia Long
	☒

	Foothills Regional Commission
	Jerry Stensland
	☐
	
	Total Members Present:
	17
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